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Slavery not only violates the Laws of Nature, andof civil 
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Democracy, where all Men are equal, Slavery is contrary 
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To THE READER. 


The F pages form a part of a 
\ courſe of Lectures on Lau and Police, deli- 
vered in the Univerſity of William and _ 1 
Mary, in this commonwealth. Tie Author 1 I | 
con ſi an, the Abolition of Slavery i in Fs IN ( 1 
State, as, an objed of. the firſt importance, : : \1 
not only fo our moral character and Aameſtic 1 ; 
peace, but even to gur political ſalvation; _ 74 5 
and being perſuaded that the accompli ihment 13 Io 
of ſo. momentous, and deſirable an under- 2 — 

Taking, will in great meaſure. depend upon 5 
tlie early adopnion of ſome plan fon that = 
purpoſe,” with diffidence- Submits” to the 8 | n 
5 ſideration of his countrymen his ideas on a = 
ſubjedt of Such conſequence. He flatters 
: Fong te that the plan he ventures to  faggeſt, = 
Ir liable to fewer objedtions than moſt others 4% 4 
that have been Submitted to: the confi ideration | 
'of tlie public, at it uill be attened with'a + | 
| "gradual" change of condition in the blacks, 1 
and cunnot poſſibly afedt the intereſt either of — 
3 

) 


creditors, or any other deferiptlon, of per- 

fons of. the. preſent generation; and poſte- 

rity he makes no doubt will feel themſelves © 

relieved from a perilous and grievous burden . 

Ey the timely adoption of a plan, whoſe ope- 
ration may be felt by them, before they are 

borne down by a weight which threatens de- 

ſtruction to our happineſs both public and 


4 222. apt ; 5 . ö 
 prroate, | 4 
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f 2 The following ADDITIONAL, NOTES have. bein 
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5 7⁵ the word fave, Lat. 47, 4 2 14 , odd the to 

Ie may not be IG to note, that” the 
4793. i 
carrying on the ſlave trade from the Unized 
any foreign place or country 3 the 
| ſeem well calculated to reftr | 
America from 
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5 | Nt the preceding] chat 201 inte rh 
abſolute rights of the citizens of HC 
America, we muſt not be underſtood as if 
thoſe rights were equally and univerſally 
the privilege of all the-inhabitants of the 
United States, or even of all thoſe, ho 
may challenge this Jen of freedom as 
their native country. Among the bleſſings 
which the Almighty! hath ſhowered down | 
on theſe ſtates, there is a large portion of 
the bittereſt draughü that ever flowed 
from the cup of alſliction- Whilſt Ame 
rica hath been the land of promiſe to Eu- 
ropeans, and their deſcendants, it hath 
been the vale of death to millions of the 
wretched ſons of Africa. The genial light 
of liberty, which hath here ſhone with un- 
rivalled luſtre on the former, hath yielded 
no comfort to the latter, but to them hath 
proved a pillar of darkened; whilt it hath 


| 2 J The ſubjedt of a Need Ledure, 71 
which the preſent was immediately connected, was, 
An Enquiry into che Rights of n 25 Citizens | 

ef the United State of merica. . 


{ -'/29 
conducted the former tothe moſt enviable. 


ſtate of human, exiſtence, Whilſt we were 
offering up vows at the ſhrine of Liberty, 


and ſacrificing hecatombs upon her altars ; I 


whilſt we e fwore i irreconcilable hoſtility to 


her enemies, and hurled defiance in their 85 


faces; whilſt we adjureꝗ the God of He 

to Witneſs our reſolution to live free, or 
Sie. and imprecated curſes on their heads 
who refuſed to unite with us in eſtabliſhing 
the empire of freedom; we were impoſing 
upon our fellow. mon, Who differ in com- 
plexion from us, a ſlauery, ten thouſand 


times more cruel than the utmoſt extre- 


mity of thoſe gricvances and oppreſſions, 
of which we complained. Such are the 
inconſiſtencies of human nature; ſuch the 


blindneſs of thoſe who'plack not the beam | 


ont of heir on eyes, whilſt they can eſpy 

a moat, in the eyes of their brother; 

ſucthat partial Hyſtem of morality which 

_ confines rights and injuries, to particular 

complexions; ſuch the effect of that ſelt- 
love which juſtifies, or condemns, not ac- 


cording te principle, but to the agent. 
Had we turned our eyes inwardly wen 


we ſupplicated the F ather of Mercies to 
aid the injured and oppreſſed; when we | 
invoked the Author of Righteo 
atteſt the purity of our motives, and the 


God of Battles 10. e exertionꝶ in its 
defence, ſhould we not have ſtood more 
ſelf convicted than the contrite publican 1 
Should e not have left our gift. upon the 
altar, that we might be firſt reconciled to 
our brethren whom we held in bondage? 
Should we not have looſed their chains, 
and broken their fettgrs ? Or if the dif- 


culties and dangerg of ſuch an experiment 


prohibited the attempt during the convul- 
ſions of a revolution, is it not our duty to 
embrace the firſt moment of conſtitutional 
health and vigour; to effectuate ſo deſirable 
an object, and to remove from us a ſtigma, 
with which our enemies will never fail to 
proach us: To form a juſt eſtimate of 
this obligation, to demonſtrate the incom- 
patability of a ſtate of ſlavery with the 
principles of our government, and of that 
revolution upon which it is founded, and 
to elucidate the practicability of its total, 
though gradual, abolition, it will be pro- 
per to conſider the nature of ſlavery, its 
properties, attendants, and conſequences 
in n general ita riſes progreſs, and profent 


5 50 The A 3 fandard, at the commencement 


1 of thoſe hoſtilities which terminated in the ehe. 


had theſe words upon it—An Arrzar To Hayes! 6 


( - 12 ) 


ſtate not only in this commonwealth, but 
in ſuch of our ſiſter ſtates as have eitder 
perfected, or commenced the great Work 
of its extirpation; ; with the means they 
have adopted to effect it, and thoſe which 
the circumſtances and ſituation of our 
country may render it moſt expedient for 
us to purſue, for the attainment of the 
fame noble and important end. Ce a 
According to Juſtinian, * the firſt gene- 
ral diviſion of perſons, in reſpect to their 
rights, is into freemen and flaves. It is 
equally the glory and the happineſs of that 
country from which the citizens of the 
Vnited States derive their origin, that the 
traces of ſlavery, ſuch as at preſent exiſts 
in ſeveral of the United States, are there 
utterly extinguiſhed. It is not my deſign 
to enter into a minute enquiry whether it 
ever had exiſtence there, nor to compare - 
the ſituation of villeins, during the exiſt- 
ence of pure villenage, with that of mo- 
dern domeſtic ſlaves. The records of thoſe 
times, at leaſt, ſuch as have reached this 


| (c) The Author here takes the liberty of making 

his acknowledgments to the reverend Jeremiah Belknap, 
D. D. of Boſton, and to Zephaniah Swift, Eſq. re- 
preſentative in congreſs from Connecticut, for their ob- 
liging communications ; he hath occaſionally made 
uſe of them in ſeveral parts of this Lecture, woe he 
may have omitted n A 


(4) 


quarter of the globe, are too few tot Wow 
© i-mate 5 on He ſubject-. -Saffice 
Fs migrating” hither 
brought not witli them any prototype of 
that artery which hath been eſtabliſhed 
among us. The firſt introduction of it 


into Virginia was by the arrival of a Dutch 1215 


ſhip from the coaſt of Africa havin g twenty 
Negroes on board, who were ſold here in 


the year 1620. * In the year 1638 we find ” opal 
them in Maſſachuſetts. (4) They were . 


introduced into Connecticut ſoon after the 
ſettlement of that colony; . that is to fay, 
about the ſame period. Ce) Thus early 

had our forefathers ſown the ſceds of an 
evil, which, like a leproſy, hath deſcended 
upon their poſterity with accumulated 1 ran- 
cour, viſiting the ſins of the fathers upon 
fucceeding generations .—The climate of - 
the northern ſtates leſs favourable to the 


conſtitution of the natives of Africa, 7 1 Dr. Bel- 


than the ſouthern, proved alike unfavour- 22 


able to their propagation, and to the in- Swift. 


creaſe of their numbers by importations. 
As the ſouthern colonies advanced in po- 
pulation, not only importations increaſed 
there, but Nature herſelf, under a climate 
more engen to che African conſtitution, 


(4) Dr. Balknay's ee $6: T. 6 queries, 
(e Letter —_ Zephaniah Swift to St. G. T. 


( 14 ) 
allied in, multiplying the blacks in thoſe 
parts, no leſs than in dimini: T their 


numbers in the more rigorous. climates of 


the north; this influence of climate more- 
over contributed extremely to increaſe or 
diminiſh: the value of the ſlave to the pur- 
chaſers, in the different colonies.. White 
labourers; whoſe conſtitutions were better 


adapted to the ſevere winters of the New 
England colonies, were there found to be 


* Dr. Bel preferable to the Negroes, * Who, accuſ- 


Eknap. 
Zephan 


Swift. 


tomed to the influence of an ardent ſun, 
became almoſt torpid in thoſe countries, 
not leſs adapted to give vigour to their 
laborious exerciſes, than unfavourable to 
the multiplication of their ſpecies; in 
thoſe colonies, Where the winters were 
not only milder, and of ſhorter: duration, 


but ſucceeded by an intenſe ſummer heat, 
as inyigorating to the African, as debili- 


tating to the European conſtitution, the | 


Negroes were not barely more capable of 
performing labour than the Europeans, or 
their deſcendants, but the multiplication 
of the ſpecies was at leaſt equal; and, 
where they met with humane treatment, 
perhaps greater than among the Whites. 


The purchaſer therefore calculated not 
N the e of the won of his _—_— 


1 89 
—— 


( 33 )- 


2s the Frnitful mother of an hundred 
more: and many of theſe Antertiese 
people have there been in die Ae, 
vhoſe deſcendants even in the compaſs of 5 
o or three generations have gone near 
to realize the calculation. The great in- 
ereaſe of flavery in the ſouthern, in pro- 
portion to the northern ſtates in the union, 
is therefore not attributable, olely, to the 
effect of ſentiment, but to natural cauſes; 
as well as thoſe conſiderations of Laer 
which have, perhaps, an equal influence 
over the conduct of mankind in general, 
in whatever country, or under Whatever 5 by = , 
climate their deſtiny "hath placed them. 
What elſe but conſiderations of this na- 
ture could have influenced the merehants 
of the freeſt nation, at that time in the 
world, to embark in ſo nefarious a traffie, 
as that of the human race, attended, as 
the Aſrican ſlave trade has been, with 
the moſt atrocious agpravations | of eru- 
elty, perfidy, and intrigues, the dbſects 
of which have been the perpetual fomen- 
tation of predatory and inteſtine. ur: 3 
What, but ſimilar conſiderations, e 
prevail on the government of the Catn 
country, even in theſe days, to patronize 
a commerce ſo diametrically oppoſite to 
the generally receved maxims of that 


( 166 


government. .; It is to the. operation | of 

theſe conſiderations i in the parent country, 

not leſs than to their inſluence in the cor 

lonies, that the riſe, increaſe, and cont i- 
nuance of ſlavery in thoſe Britiſn colo 

which no conſtitute united eee 

to be attributed, as E ſhall endeavour to 

ſhew in the courſe of the preſent enquiry. 

of flavery, in general, and take a view of 

its conſequences, and attendants in this 
eee ane in particul Ae ail, 

„Har- Slavery, ſays a well informedwriter * 
grave's on the ſubject, has been attended wit! 

caſe of Ne- 

groe 80- circumſtances ſo various in different coun- 
merſet. tries, as to render it difficult to give a 
general definition of it. ; J uſtinian calls it 

a conſtitution of the law) of nations, by 
which one man is made ſubject to another, 

+ T1 contrary to nature. Grotius deſcribes 

Lit. 3. it to be an obligation to ſerve another for 
beck. 2. life, in conſideration of diet, and other 

t Lib. 2. common neceſſaries. . Dr. Ruther forth, 
c. 5. Sect. rejecting this definition, informs us, that 
7 perfect ſlavery is an obligation to be di- 
6 Lib: 1. rected by another in all one's actions. 5 
c. 20. pa. Baron Monteſquien defines it to be the 
+/+ eſtabliſhment of a right, which gives onc 
man ſuch a power over another, as ren- 

ders him abſolute maſter over his liſe and 


EC» * 


fortune. * Theſe definitions appear not - L. iz. 
to embrace the ſubject fully, ſince they Cl. [1 
reſpec the condition of the ſlave; in re- 


gard to his maſter," only, and not in re- 
gard to the ure, as well as the mafters - f 
The author laſt mentioned obſerves, that . 
the conſtitution of a ſtate may be free, | 
and the ſubject not ſo. The ſubje& free, 
and not the © conſtitution! of the ſtate, . + a 12. 
Purſuing this idea; inſtead of attempting 
a general definition of ſlavery; I ſhall, | 
by conſidering it under a threefold aſpect, 
endeavour to ww” a juſt idea of n 
were; neo n 7 
I. When a nation is, from ene 2 
_ cauſe, deprived of — es being go- 
verned by its own laws, only, fuch a na- 
tion may be conſidered as in a ſtate of 
political Navery.” Such is the ſtate of con- 
quered countries, and generally, of colo- 
nies, and other dependant governments: 
Such was the ſtate of united America before 
the revolution. In this caſe the perſonal 
rights of the ſubject may be ſo far ſecured 
by wholeſome laws, as that the individual 
may be eſteemed free, whilſt the ſtate 
is ſubject to a higher power: this ſabz 
5 jection of one nation, or people, to the 
. willof another, conſtitutes the firſt ſpecies 
of ſlavery; which, in order to diſtinguiſh 
C 


* ; 


— wo — 
ö ey "ITY 
23 er Poe 


re 


——— — Ae 


8328 

* „ — * — aus I, 5. . ” - * * 4 < 

_ _ 3 A n 2 

wy * 5 ä nne _— * * N r- A 8 

Err Ks no ereas ; r 
. 8 . Y 58 Fe. N . 5 1 . <2 v 

* n * & 4 a as Ed 2 IE, r N c „rer A 

Og, e rr = * e 8 326% $4920" Boy 


Com. c. 
125, 


(48) 


it from the other two, I have called po- 
litical; inaſmuch as it exiſts only in re- 


ſpect to the governments, and not to the 
individuals of the two countries. Of this 
it is not our buſineſs to ſpeak, at preſent. 
II. Civil liberty being no other than 
natural liberty ſo far reſtrained by human 


laws, and no farther, as is neceſſary and 
expedlient ſor the general advantage of 
* Blk - 


flone s 


the public,“ Whenever that liberty is, 
by the laws of the ſtate, further reſtrained 
than is neceſſary and cxpedient- for the 
general advantage, a ſtate of civil ſlauery 
commences immediately: this may affect 


the whole ſociety, and every deſeription 
of perſons in it, and yet the eonſtitution 


of the ſtate be perfectly free. And this 
happens wherever the laws of a ſtate-rc- 
ſpect the form, or energy of the govern- 
ment, more than the happineſs of the ci- 
tizen; as in Venice, where the moſt op- 
preſſive ſpecies of civil ſlavery exiſts, ex- 
tending to every individual in the ſtate, 
from the pooreſt gondolier to the mem- 
bers of the ſenate, and the doge himſelf. 
This ſpecies of ſlavery alſo exiſts when= 
ever there is an inequality of rights, or 


privileges, between the ſubjects or citi- 


rens of the ſame ſtate, except ſuch as ne- 
ceſſarily reſult from the exerciſe of a pub- 
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Het offices; for we- pre- E nence of end. 
claſs of men muſt be founded and erected 
upon the depreſſion of another; and the 
meaſure of exaltation in, the former, is: 
that of the ſlavery of the latter In all 
governments, however conſtituted, or 
by what deſcription ſoever denominatec, 
wherever the diſtinction of rank pre 3 
or is admitted by the conſtitutlon, this 
ſpecies of ſlavery exiſts.” It exiſted in 
every nation; and in every government 
in Europe before the French revolution. 
It exiſted in the American colonies be. 
fore they became independen 
notwithſtanding the max 
whieh have keen adopte 
conſtitutions, it exiſts: not a 
of them, at this — — feu 
free Negroes and mulattoes; whoſe civil | 
incapacities are almoſt as numerous as tre 
civil rights of our free citizens. A brief 
enumeration of them, may not be impro- 
per before we proceed to the third hea@! 
Free Negroes and mulattoes are by our 
conſtitution excluded from the right of 
; ſuff rage, Cf) and: EC rea I appre-- 


3 


1 5 
4 / )- The e of Virginia, ut. 5. declants, 
that the right of ſuffrage. ſhall remain as then exerciſed; 
the act of 1723, c. 4 (edit., 1733.) ſect. 23, declared, 

chat no Negroe, mulattoe, or Indian, e any 


C 2. 
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"ION * office too: 1 were for 


C. 2. ; 


merly incapable of ſerving in the militia, 
except as drummers or pioneers, hut now 
I preſume they are enrolled in the liſts of 
thoſe that bear arms, though formerly 
puniſhable for preſuming to appear at a 
muſter- field. x During the revolution 
war many of them were enliſted as ſoldi- 
ers in the regular army. Even flaves 
were not rejected from military ſervice 
at that period, and ſuch as ſerved faith- 
fully during the period of their enliſt- 


ment, were emancipated by an act paſſed 


aſter. the concluſion of the War. f An 
act of juſtice to which they were entitled 
upon every principle. All but houſe- 
keepers, and perſons reſiding upon the 
frontiers are prohibited from keeping, 
or carrying any gun, powder, ſhot, club, 


1 1 5 e. or other weapon offenſive or defenſive: + 
4 Reſiſtance to a white perſon, in any caſe, 


1e. 


Ib. c. 


103. 


was, formerly, and now, in any caſe, 
except a anton aſſault on the Negroe or 
mulattoe, is puniſhable by whipping. 8 
No n or alta can be a witneſs 


„ purgetie, « or any other cleftion 
whatſoever,—This act, it is preſumed, was in force at 


the adoption of the conſtitution. The act of 1785, | 


e. 55 (edit. of 1794, c. 17, wo — Ap excludes | 
them from the right of Enge. . 


tn) 


in any prolecntion, or civil ſuit in which © 
a white perſon is a party, * Free Ne 55. 
groes together with ſlaves were formerly 41 
denied the benefit of clergy in caſes here | 
it was allowed to white/ perſons ; büjt q 
they are now upon an equal footing as to 4 
the allowance of clergy, though not as to 1 
the conſequenee of that allowance, inal⸗ 5 4 
much as the court may ſupera 5 
corporal puniſtiments to the burning In 0 
the hand ufually inflicted upon white 
perſons; in the like caſes. - Emaneipated t 1794 
Negroes may be ſold to pay the debts . 4 
their former maſter contracted before 8 4 
their emancipation; and they may be | 
hired out to ſ- atisfy their taxes where no 
ſufficient diſtreſs ean be had. Their chik 
| dren are to be bound out apprentices by 
8 the overſeers of the poor. Free Negroes 
have all the advantages in capital caſes, | 
which white men are entitled to, except 1 
a trial by: a jury of their own complexion : 
and a ſlave ſuing for his freedom ſhall 
have the ſame privilege. Free Negroes 
erke or employed to labour in any 
wn muſt be regiſtered; the ſame thing 5 
eee ſuch as go at lange in any wn 
county. The penalty in both caſes is a 
fine upon the perſon” employing, or Har- 
bouring them, and impriſonment of the 
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1 Inſt. lib. 


whether ſlaves or freem. 


( 


Negroe. “ The migration of free 


groes or mulattoes to this ſtate is alſo pro- 
hibited; and thoſe who do migrate hi- 
ther may be ſent back to the place from 
whence. they came, + Any perſon, not 
being a Negroc, having one-fourth or 


more Negroe blood in him is deemed a 
tinction between Negroes _ mulattoes, 
me Theſe i mca- 
pacities and diſabilities are egen the 


fruit of the third ſpecies of ſlavery, of 


Which it remains to ſpeak; or, rather, 


they are ſcions from the ſame common 


Werne I... -. train. o; 9 
III. That condition in e one r 


is is ſubjec to be directed by another in all 


his actions; and this conſtitutes. a ſtate 
of domeſiic ſlavery; to which ſtate all the 
incapacitics and diſabilities of civil{layery 
are incident, with the weight of 
numerous calamities ſuperadded thereto. 
And here it may be proper to make a ſhort 
enquiry into the origin and foundation 
of domeſtic ſlavery in other countries, 
previous to its fatal introduction into this. 

Slaves, fays Juſtinian, are either born 


N ach or become ſo. f They are born 


ſlaves when they are children of bond 
women; and they become ſlaves, either 


4 
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( ſiſt, ſince the victor did not actually kill 
„ him, but made him priſoner. War 


(93) 


by the lay of aatibns; that i is, by „ by 


for it is the practice of our generals to 
preſerve, and not to deſtry them: or 
by the civil law, Which happens when a 
free perſon, above the age of twenty, 
ſutfers himſelf to be ſold for the ſake: of 
ſharing the price given for him. The 


author of the Commentaries. on the Laws 


of England thus combats; the reaſonable- 
neſs of all theſe grounds: x The con- x, b. e. 
erer ' fays he, according to the ci- 423. 
| „ vilians;. had a right to the life of his 
« -captives ; and having ſpared that, has 
< a right to deal with him as he, pleaſes. 


<6 But it is an untrue poſition, when taken 


generally, that by the law of nature 
or nations, a man may kill his enemy: 
he has a right to kill him only in par- 
„ ticular caſes; in caſes of abſolute ne- 
ccllity for ſelf-defence ; and it is plain 


that this abſolute neceſſity did not fub- 


46 


CC 


itſelf is juſtifiable only on principles 
of ſelf.· preſervation; and therefore it 
gives no other right over priſoners but 
„merely to diſable them from doin 2 
harm to us, by confining their perſ 
«© much leſs can it give a right to kill, 


4c 


cc 


0 
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torture, abufe, plunder, or even to 
6 cnflave; an enemy, when the war is ver. 
<< . Since thereforethe right of alingſlaves 
by captivity, depends on a ſuppoſed 
<< right of laughter, that foundation: fail- 
„ ing, the conſequence drawn from it 
“ muſt fail likewiſe. But, ſecondly, it 


is ſaid ſlavery; may begin jure civili; 


& when one man ſells him ſelf to another. 


This, if only meant of contracts to 
( ſerve, or work for, another, is very 
juſt: but when applied to ſtrĩct ſlavery, 


in the ſenſe of the laws of old Rome or 
* modern Barbary, is alſo: impoſſible. 
{© Every ſale implics a price, a quid pro 
% gao, an equivalent given to the ſeller, 


in lieu of what he transfers to the 


buyer; but what equivalent can be 
given for life and liberty, both of 
* which, in abſolute ſlavery, are held 
© to be in the maſter's diſpoſal? His 
property, alſo, the very price he 
**. ſeems to receive, devolves, ip/o facto, 
to his maſter, the inſtant he becomes a 


„ ſlave. In this caſe, therefore, the 
** buyer gives nothing, and the ſeller 
cc | 


receives nothing: of what validity 
then can a ſale be, which deſtroys the 
very principles upon which all ſales 
are founded ? Laſtly we are told, that 


£6 
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* beſides theſe two ways by which, gaves 
1 


W acquired, they may alſo be here- 
bY ditary ; ä * fervi naſeuntur Fg the chil- 
a dren of acquired ſlaves are, © jure na- 
Fe: turz,” by a negative kind of birthright, 
ce {layes alſo, —But this, being built on the 
6 T0 former rights, muſt Yall together 
wat with them. wtf neither captivity, . nor 
© the fale of one 's ſelf, can by the lau- 
< of; nature and reaſon reduce the parent 
$6 to re och. gt CT veduce 
ffspring.” © by the moſt 
clear, manly,” ag” rote reaſoning 
does this excellent author xefute eyery 
claim upon which the practice of Aayery | 
is founded, or by which it has been ſup- 
poſed to be juſtified, at leaſt, in modern 
times. (2 __ But were we even wo admit, 
that 4 captive Ve e taken in; a juſt war „ mi ht 


Lo 22 


by. his conqueror be 5 a Rate "of 
flavery, this could not juſtify the 4 of 
Europeans to reduce the natives of Africa 
to that ſtate: it is a melancholy, thovtph 
wellknown fact, that in order to furniſh 
ſupplies of theſe unhappy people for the 
purpoſes of the ſlave trade, the Europeans 
have conſtantly, by the moſt inſidious, ( 
Sk almoſt. fald eee arts, "fomented | 
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ignorant and miſerable people of Aſa: 5 
and inſtances ha ave not been wanting, 


2 31 


Faith, they ave trepapaed, 91 made 
Daves 0 of the Sellers + as Well as 5 the ſold. (4) 


91 þ) K FUE i Tame * (ike ae * queen 


4 Elizabeth) a traffic in the human, ſpecies, called 
46 Negroes, was introduced into England, which is 
4 one of the moſt odious. and unnatural branches of 


trade the ſordid and ayaricious mind-of mortals ever 


« invented, —It had been carried c on before 1 this eri 


bs by { Genoeſe traders, who bought- : 4 patent from | 
40 Charles the fifth, bor = an 5 right of 


« in Africa, is\Ainalies and be, but 
* the Engliſh gitioh had, a + iid 


rl tt e 


« Engi ſeaman, haying.n made ſeveral yoyages to the 


6 coaſt of Guinea, and. from thence to Brazil and ang d the 
a” Welt Indies, had acquired conſiderable f Enowled 

of the countries. At his death he left his; journ 85 
5 with his ſon, John Hawkins, in which he deſcribed 
* the lands bf America and the Weft Indies as ex- 
ceedingly rich and fertile, but utterly neglected for 
6 want of hands, to improve them. He repreſented 
40 the natives of Europe « as unequal to the talk in ſuch 


; * "7 34 


« ; a ſcorching climate; ; but thoſe iT Africa as we 
25 adapted to undergo the labour requiſite. Upon 
« which John Hawkins immediately formed a deſign 
« of tranſporting Africans into the weſtern world ; 
« and having drawn a plan for tlie execution of it, he 


„ laid it before ſome of his opulent neſghbours for 


Ws, 


That fork: {horrid praftices have been 


** A . „ 
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Fan&loned by a a civilized, nation ; ' that 7. 
5 hap, Tory 11 222 $I 3i* N ; 5 | 1 F I 


© encouragement. and approbatiog- To them it ag 
7 peared pronithng and n advanta Zous.. A ſubſcription 

. Was opened and tpecdity Get ap up, by Sir onel 
3 Dicket,” 'Sir Thomas Lodge, Sir William 000 
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n others, who Phi) Ton va 5 


66 
4 chat Would refult from. duch a tra Ws ecording 
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* go "with. Aa ie Nee of. goo: Jon: treatment Ss 

11 great” Pay. In the year I 564 be ſet fail tor Africa, 
« And in a few weeks arrived at the” country called 
61 Sleird Lech, where he began his commerce with 
<« the 7 8 he Fer with them, : 


55 


5 227 R e to him =" apparerf 
c joy and ſatis a&tion, and ſeemed remarEably | fond cf. 
« His European 1 trinkets, food, and clothes. 5 He 
« pointed out to them the barrennely of the count try, 
ox and their naked and wretched. condition, and pro- 


0 "miſled F any ar them were wea -'of their miſerahle 


. i+ As 


« . Greumſtances, and would | go along with him, * 
« out live happy: and, receive an 1 recompence 
« for their labours..” 'He told them the. country Was 
4 inhabited by fuch1 mea 26 kimfelf and bis jovial com- 

« panions,” 1 ured. them n of Lud u ſege and rait 
« Hundi, In ſhort,. the Negroes 1 were overcome 
he: by his flattering promiſes, and three hundred Rout 
« fellows accepted his offer, and conſented. to embark 
« along with him, "Every thing being f ſettled « on the 


* moſt "amicable terms between them, 1 1 kin made 
r eee, ee 


( 28 ) 


nation ardent i in the cauſe of herty, 408 
enjoying its ba in the falleſt extent, 


« reparations * his LAS "Dat 5 in the woke be- 55 
& fore his departure his Negroes were attacked by a 
large body from a different quarters. Hawkins, being 
& alarmed with the ſhrieks and cries of dying perſons, 
& ordered his men to the aſſiſtance of his ſlaves, and 
« having ſurrounded the aſſailants, carried a number 
6 of them on board as. priſoners of war. The next 
« day he ſet fail for Hiſpaniola with his cargo of 
human creatures ; but during the paſſage, he treated 
vs ye priſoners of war, in a different manner from his 
4 volunteers. Upon bis arrival he. diſpoſed of his cargo 
« to great. ad vantage; and endeavoured to inculcate 
« on the Spaniards who bought the negroes the ſame 
% diſtinction to be abſerved : but they having purchaſed 
* all at the ſame rate, conſidered them as ſlaves of the 
« ſame condition, and conſequently treated all alike.” 

Hawkins haying returacd to England, ſoon after 
made preparations for a. ſecond voyage. En In his 
« paſſage he fell in with the Minion man of war, 
e which accompanied him to the Coaſt of Africa. 
« After his arrival he began as formerly to traffic with 
the Negros, endeavouring by perſuaſions and 
4 proſpeBs of reward, to induce them to go along 
4 with him—but now they. were more reſerved and 
40 jealous of his deſigns, and as none of their neigh- | 
e hours had returned, they were apprehenſive he had 
« killed and eat them The crew of the man of war 
: 6 obſerving the Africans backward and ſuſpicious, 
began to laugh at his gentle and dilatory methods of 
= proceeding, ind propoſed having immediate recourſe 
« to force and compulſion--but Hawkins conſidered 
it as eruel and unjuſt, and tried by perſuaſions, pro- 
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can continue to vindicate a right eſtab a 
liſhed upon ſuch a foundation; 5 that a peo- 


\| « Miles and threats, to prevail on them to deſiſt From! 4 
| 40 purpoſe ſo unwarrantable and barbarous. In vain 
« did he urge lis authority and inſtructions from the 5 
„Queen: the bold and headſtrong ſailors would hear 
4“ of no reſtraints, Drunkenneſs and ararice are deaf 
1ſt the voice of humanity. They purſue their violent 
| ce deſign, and, after ſeveral unſucceſsful attacks, in 
« which many of them loft their /ves, the cargo was 
« at length compleated by barbarity and fore. 
HFence aroſe that horrid and inhuman practice of 
« dragging Africans into ſlavery, which has ſince been 
« |» purſued, in defiance of every principle of juſtice 
51 6 and religion. Had Negroes been brought from the 
- 8 flames, to which in ſome. countries they were devoted 
— their falling priſoners of war, and in others, facri- 
&« ficed at the funeral obſequies of 'the great and | pow- 
% erful among themſelves ; in ſhort had they by this 
traffic been delivered from torture or death, European 
4 6 merchants might have ſome excuſe to plead in its vindi- 
155 tc cation. But according to the common mode in <vhich it 
66 has been condutted, we muſt confeſs it a difficult 
i matter to conceive'a Angle argument in its defence. 
„And though policy has given countenance and 
| « ſanction to the trade, yet every candid and inipartial 
„ man muſt confeſs, that it js atrocious and unjuſtifiable 
| « in every light in which it can be viewed, and turns 
45 merchants into a band of robbers, and trade into 
Ch atrocious 5 of fraud and violence.” , Historical 
Account of South-Carolina and Georgia. Anonymous. 
London printed i in 1 77.9—Page 20, &c. hs 
30 The number of Negroe ſlaves bartered bor in one 
« year 1 1768), on the Coalt of Africa from Cape | 
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ple who have declared, oy That all mem 
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are nature : equally * free an ee 
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tent,” and have made this declaration 
ie firf article in the foundation of their 
goyernment, ſhould in defiance of fo ſa- 
ered a truth, recognized by themſelves in 
ſo ſolemn a manner, and on ſo important an 
17 tolerates a 2 e le 
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ture, as hn man. whe. hath a roach 9 
patriotic fire in his bellen muſt wiſh to 
ſec removed from his own country. If : 


ever there was a cauſe, if ever an occa- 


ſion, i in which all hearts ſhould be united, 


at 6+ 4" 2% ny ni 


every nerve ſtrained, and every power 
erted, ſurely the reſtoration of hum an- 
nature to its inalienable right is ſuch: 1 
Whatever obſtacles, therefore, may "Hb. 
therto have retarded the attempt, be that 
can appreciate the honour and happi- 
nels c of. his country, will think it time 
that we ſhould ar uh furmount 
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| them. . 
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Bat how loudly foever reaſon juſtice, 


et 20s 


« Blanco, to Rio Congo, amounted to 104,000 fouls 
8 whereof more than half (viz. 5 3,000) were ſhi ipped 


«73 377 67.70) 


% on account of Britiſh merchants, and 6, 300 on the 
account of Britiſh Americans.” 5 "The 15 of. * 
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pong and the ancient ee e 
„ [greg it, as well as the more ancient 
| Jews and Egyptians: ” * the Germans it 
, | C2 15 tanie d to the vi Vari arios Kin Fd6ms 


| 181 et 
1 which arofe i in Europe out of the 50 5 9 


| hi 0 e Roman empire. 2 In England it ſfub- | 
1 a for ſome ages under the name of 
| ee e 1 In e it ene e te 5 IVE 


: "27 9 See the 5; varjo ous 163888 85 on "this je, 2785 2 8 
f | vile Sh Xe, Eſq. of London. 8 | 
f | Wo: J The condition of a vil . n 1 inci- 
Tents 1 | 92 before deferibed in row: 8. 1. 5 . : 
f Fader, To general. His feryices were uncertain .an anc X 


” | Indeterininate, ſuch a a9 hig To rd thought f fit to require 5 


0 | FN - Kr. | . Ie 44 
- 8 or as ſome. of our ancient writers expreſs it, heb new 
; is 


N — 
F not in the evening what he was to do i "1p the morning, 


/ fie W346 bound t to 40 „ whatever he was commanded. 
He 8 £305, 7-426 e to beating impriſonment, : and e 
6] her kene his | lord could deviſe, except. Eilbog 


Tie. 14, if Sato Cob 
an maiming. He was incapable of ; acquiring pro- 


erty y for 11 own benefit; he was himſelf the ſubject 
if 7505 perty ; ; as ſuch — 4 and tran able. 8 1 

12 was a villein regardant he palled with the land to to 
which he was annexed, but might, be l & 

will © of hs Lord; if he 125 av ein in groſs, 1 was 


an . or a chattel real, according to his 


1 


lord's intereſt ; being dclcendible to to the heir, | where 
the: lord 5 was GE e bone, and tranſmiſh i th 


* 
* : f E 
- - c al 2 Ro p © 
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been general, and in Africa univerſal, 
and ſo remains to this day: In Europe it 
hath long ſince declined ; its firſt declen- 


fon there, is Haid to have been | in Spain, 


ereeutor where the lord had 2 a term of years in 
him. Laſtly, the flavery extended to the iſſue, if the 


father was a villein, our law deriving the condition ion of 


the child from that of the father, contrary to the Ro- 
man law, in which the rule was, partus Sequitur venlum. 
Hargrave' g Caſe of Negroe Somerſet, page 26 and 27. 
The ſame writer refers the origin of vaſſalage i in 
England, principally to the wars between the Britiſh, 


Saxon, Daniſh, aad Norman nations, contending for 


the ſovereignty of that country, in oppoſition to the 
opinion of judge Fitzherbert, who ſuppoſes villeinage 
to have commenced at the pots hy Ib. 27, 28. 
And this he Proves from Spelman and other anti- 
 quaries, Ib. The writ de nativo habendo, by. which 
the lord was enabled to recover his villein that 


had abſconded from him, ercates a preſumption 


that all the natives of England were at ſome period 


reduced to a late of villeinage, the word nativus, 
Which ſignified a wllein, moſt clearly deſignating the 


perſon. meant thereby to be. a native ; this etymon is 


obvious, as well from the import of the word nativus, 
as from the hiſtory of the more remote ages of Britain. 
Sir Edward Coke 's Etymology, % quia flerumque 


naſcuntur fervi,” is one of thoſe puerile conceits, which 


TH frequently occur ia | his works, « ond. 4 arc unworthy of 
ſo great a man. 
: Barrington in his 4 upon magna Mw, 


5 4. obſerves, that the villeins who held by ſervile 


tenures were conſidered as ſo many Hegrges on a fugar 


plantation ; ; the words liter homo,” in magna carta, 


ave; # 
. A Sea 


— — 


(8) 


10 early 4 thes eighth century 4 and it . 


Alleged to have been 'genepal' about the- 
middle of the fourtee: 
expiring in the ſixteenth, when the difco- ' 


very of the American continent, and the 
eern ad: weltern eoaſts of Africa gave 
riſe to the introduction of a ne {ſpecies 
of flavery. It took its origin from tho 
Portugueſe, who, in or 
Spaniards with man able to ſuſtain the 
fatigue of cul ivating their new poſſeſſions 
in America, particularly the iſlands, o- 


ßpened a trade between Africa and America 
for the ſale of Negroes, about the year 


1 1598. ; The epglene of having en for 


as 1 oF; 7 EW 05 4 +7 # + i 61 : 1 


a deferer 


a free man, (1), as contradiſtinguiſhed from a villein 
for i in the very next ſentence the words et villanzs Alte- 
rius quam nofter,” occur. Villeins mult certainly have 


We numerous at that day, to have obtained a place in 


Chart 2 is ao leſs an evidenee that t tek 
+ ai. fea cyoratiane i ee 
In Poland, at this day, the 2221 
abſolute ſtate of ſlavery, , Or at t leaſt of 15 1 e. 88 


nobility, who are the land-holders. 
a 41992 


(a) Kabir homdy 5h: eee ot 


.merly confined, to the nobility;and geniry who were de- 
feended of free anceſtors. —Burgh's Political Diſquiſi- 
tions, vol. Is p- 400, who cites Spelman's . 


„voc. Liber homo. 


E 


er to ſupply the 


lefere -'to fir Edward Cole, PILE 
ſays they mean a free-bolger,. I underſtand as meaning 


, and was. near 1 


. ⁵— ˙ . ⁵— 


1 
* 
1 
4 
: 
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nd 3 
grave, ib 


7 1662. 
c. 136. 


+ 1662. 


Sell. d. 
C. 12. 


$ 1667. 


C. 2. 
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tempts have been made to ſtop its progreſs 
in moſt of the United States, and ſeveral of 
in attempting the extirpation of it, yet 
in others, it hath taken ſuch deep root, 


CA ee eee eee 


to eradicate it. 
The firſt introduction of 3 81 50 
Virginia happened, as we have already 


mentioned, in the year 1620 3 from that 


period to the year 1662 there is no com- 
pilation of our laws, in print, now to be 


met with. In the reviſion made in that 


year, we find an act geclaring that no 
Engliſhman, trader, or other, who ſhall 


bring in any Indians as ſervants and aſ- 


ſign them over to any other, ſhall Fell 


them for //aves, nor for any other time 


than Engliſh of like age ſhould ſerve 


by act of afſembly.F The ſueceeding ſeſ- 


ſion all children born in this count 
were declared to be bond, or free, ac- 


cording to the condition of the mother. 
In 2667 it was declared, That the 


<< conferring of baptiſm doth not alter the 
40 * condition of the perfon * as sto 


ur Was not lang: pecuiling: to the Spa- | | 
niards, being afterwards adopted by other 
European colonies: and thaugh ſome at- 


wh 
e 


>» e 


CB» 


done, . that we mee Reed ban 


«by porn der A686 tobe thy 


„ ried.” N would have been happy for 
this mofortunats Face of men if the fame 

tender regard for their bodies, had always 

_ manifeſted icſelf in our laws, as is flew 

for their _ in ehis act. But this was 


meet with an Wt Jo in 
any ſlave reſiſt his maſter, or others, by 


his maſter's orders correXing iin, and fy 


by the extremity: of the cotredtion ould! 
chanes to. die, fuch death ſhould not bs 

ccountedfolsny : butthe'maſter or other 
perſon appointed by his mafter to puniſfi 


bim, be aefuit from moleſtation: //nte it 
could not be preflimed' tut prepen/ive ma. 
Ber, which alone makes" mu der felony, 


mould induce any man to deſtroy his own 
_ 4 n Thi 


Bis een aulck tyrannicaT 


con e Iſraelites, inthe to the Moſkical 


' Thin, © e eee, e ue. 


bibel Abe entlang roy ar two, 
he ſhould, not be puniſhed: for, ſaith-the text, he is 


bi money. Our legiſlators appear to have adopted. the c. 21. 
reaſon of the latter clauſe, without the humanity of the 
e | 


That if 


„  —eamoded aaa 


„ Exod. 


({ 36, )) 


act, was, at + hoon different pots * 1 
with very little alteration. ; and 
was not : finally, repealed. till the year” 
1788 above a centur? after it had: firſt 
ares. our code. In +668 we net 


5 


an 20 which. ſubjects Weg egroe — dr ; 
years after, $ an a&.paſſedprohibiting In- 
diam or Negroes amanumitted,- or other- 
wiſe ſet free, though baptized, from pur-- 
chaſing Chriſtian fervants. || From this 
act it is evident that Indians had before 
that time been made ſlaves, as well as Ne- 
groes, though we have no traces of the 
original act by which they were reduced 
to that condition. An act of the ſame 
ſeſſion recites- that diſputes had ariſen 
whether Indians taken in war by any other 
nation, and by, that nation ſold to the 
Engliſh, are ſervants for liſe, or ſor a 
term of ycars; and declaring that all ſer- 
_ vants, not being Chriſtians, imported into 
this country by /uipping, ſhall be /laves 
for their life-time-; but that what ſhall 
come by land, ſhall ſerve, if boys and 
girls, until thirty years of age; if men 
and Women twelve years, and no longer. 
On a rupture w with the Indians in the year 
1679 it Was, for the better couragemert 


> #8 . 
* = . 
ww Bos... , ' 


purpoſes; + This act was re- 


of ſoldiers; eclared that what Indian pri- 
ſoners ſhould - be: taken Se: abba wol be 
free purchaſe to the Page? takin 

Three years aſte cla 


© Jarman brough 


or land, eee Chr 


groes, Moors, mulattoes Or | Sed 5 
Turks and Moors in amity With Great” 
Britain, and all Indians 


which ſhould | 
thereafter be ſold by neneakinf nk | 
ans, or any others trafficking with us, as 
ſlaves, ſhould be ſlaves to all intents a 4436 
raced in 1682. 


the year 1705, and afterwards in 1 752, 1 7 3 


nearly in the ſame terms. In 1705 15 6 49. 


act was made; authoriſing a free and open 1753. c. 


trade for all perſons, at all times, at 


all places, with all Indians whatſbe ver- & 5 1705/ 


On the authority of this act, the general c. 52. 
court in April term 1787 decided that no 

Indians brought into Virginia ſince the 

pt. nor a pang 5 


7 m Hick and other 4 2823. Dayis.— 


Since this adjudication, T have met with a e hon 


act of aſſembly made in 1691. c. 9. eütitäled, An 
Act for a free Trade with Indiam,“ the enacting clauſe | 
of which is in the very words of the a& of 1705. 2. Z 
A fimilar title to an act of that ſeffion occurs in the 
eclition of 1733. p. 94. and the chapter i is numbered 


2s in the manuſcript, If this: 1 be authentie 


©) 
\ 1778 the general allembly 


pulſed the frſt act ae occurs in our 
Mlaves 30 re PR 1 a 
ſhould | thereafter ds brought into this 
commonwealth by land, or by water; 
and that every flave imported contrary. 
thereto, ſhould upon fuch 8 be 


ch as might 


free: with an exception as to ſt 
belong to perſons eee from the 
other ſtates, or be claimed by defcent, 
deviſe, or marriage, or be at that time 


the actual property of any citizen of this 


commonwealth, refiding in any other of 


the United States, or belonging to tra- 
vellers making a tranſient ſtay, and car- 
rying their flaves away with them. —In 
1785 this act unfortunately underwent 


ſiome alteration, by declaring that flaves 


thereafter brought into this common- 
wealth, and: kept therein one whole year 
together, or ſo long at different. times as 
mall amount 2 ſhall be free. By 


(wick that is ſome Rn to 3 hs copied 


in ſome. blank leaves at the end of . Purvis's' edition, 


and apparently written about the time of the paſſage 


of the act), it would ſeem that no Indians brought 


into Virginia for more than a century, nor any of their 
deſcendents, can be retained in 22 in this com- 


- 


E not — | 
ment. ed : for the fact of the firſt nate. 
tion, where the right te freedom, &-. 
diately enſued, might have boo eye 135 
proved without difficulty; but where a 
dave is. Rte bo eee pals GE t 


eee, Pn "oe mils eta 
or perhaps ſeveral. years, the proviſions 
in favour of liberty may be too cally 
evaded. The fame act declares that no 


perſons mall thenceforth be Haves in this 


commonwealth, except ſuch, 2s. were 14 
on the finſt day of that ſeſlion (O&. x7thy 


| 1785), and the deſoendants of the ſemales 


2 


of them. This aft was re-enacted in che 
reviſal made in 1792.“ In 1793 anaddi- 


tional act paſſed, authoriſing and "requir- %s 1794 | 


ing any ants of the peace having notice 
of the import tion of any ſlaves; directx 
or  indivotly; Gom an part of Africa er 
the Weſt Indies, to canſe fach flave'to be 
immediately apprehended and tranſported 


out of the commonyealth, + Such is the + Edit. of 
riſe, progreſs,' and preſant foundation of 164. ws 


flavery in Virginia, fo fer an 1 have been 
able to trace it. The preſent number of 


flaves in  Virginja, is immenſe, as appears | 


by the alt, taken in 1 L, mounting 


” mY 9 N * * y 


— — ä — —-ꝝ 


*# 
Po 


(4) 


to no Ieſs than 292,427 ſouls: nearly'two- 
fifths of the whole population of the com- 
monwealth. (h) Wie may conſole- onr- 
ſelves: with 1 hope that this proportion 


** HD: Mn 


poke Although i 10 85 Kue that the — of faves 
ia the whole ſtate, bears the proportion of 292,42), to to 
70 76 10, the whole number of fouls i in the ſtate, that 
is, nes as favs to. fue: yet this proportion —B 5 
means uiizform throughout the ſtate. In the forty- four 
_ counties lying upon the Bay, and the great rivers of 
the ſtate, and comprehended by a line including Brunſ- g 
pick, Cumberland, Goochland, Hanover, Spottſylva- | 
nia, Stafford, Prince William and Fairfax, and the F 
counties eaſtward thereof, the number of flaves is 
196,542, and the number of free perſons, including 1 
free Negroes and mulattoes, 198,371 only. 80 that | 
t opulou and extenſive diſtrict of 
country are more numerous than the whites. , In the 
4 _.._ » ſecond claſs, comprehending nineteen , counties, and 
T ; extending | from the laſt mentioned line to the Blue | 
© © Ridge, and including the populous counties of Frede- +. 
rick and Berkeley, beyond the Blue Ridge, there are 
82, 286 ſlaves, and 136,251 free perſons; the number 
oß free perſons in that claſs not being two to one, % 
the ſlaves. In the third claſs. the proportion is conſi- 
. th increaſed ; the eleven counties of which it 
„ _ contain only. 11,218 ſlaves, and 76, 28 1 free ; 
perſons. This claſs reaches to the Allegany ridge of 
mountains: tlie fourth and laſt claſs, comprehending 
| fourteen counties weſtward of the third claſs, contains 
= "only 2,351 laves, and 42,288 free perſons, It is ob- 
vious from this ſtatement that almoſt all the dangers 
and inconveniences which may. be apprehended from 
n late of ſlavery on the one hand, or an attempt to 


4 
© 


} 


couraged. But this hope affords no n 
relief from the ev it of llavery, than a di- 
minution of thoſe apprchenſions Which 
are naturally excited by the detention of 
ſo large. a number of oppreſſed individuals _ 
among us, and the poſſibility that they 
may one day be rouſed to ur VO * 
ſhake off their chains. 
Whatever inclination the firſt inhabi- 
tants of Virginia might have to encourage 
ſlay ery, a diſpoſition to check its progreſs, 
and increaſe; manifeſted itſelf in the le- 
giſlature even before the cloſe of the laſt 
century. So long ago as the year 1669 | 
we find the title of an act, * laying an i im * Edit. of 
polition upon ſervants, and ſlaves, im- N „ 15 
ported into this country; which: was ei- 
ther continued, reviſed, or inereaſed, by 
a variety of temporary acts, paſſed be- 
tween that period and the revolution 1 in 
1776. (0 J—On6 'of theſe acts paſſed in 
1723, by a marginal note appears to have 
n ee by: PSs; Oct. 24, 


oli it, oe than "nl be cond ren. 
eaſtward of the blue ridge of mountains; - N 
. fo) The following a bk of the aQts, or titles of 


_ 


* 
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: * 
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(4) 
1724. mY 1732 à duty of five per cent. 
was laid on ſlaves imported, to be paid 
245 8 een L « meaſure —— te 


* 
5 * 


in 5 555 various 55 wy our ber, or in the 
| Seſſions Ads, or Journals. 


1699, c. 12. title only retained. Edit. of 155 11 15 


1701, e. 5. the ee e — 116 
1704, c. 4. the ſame, r i 
2705, v. 1. the ſame, „%%ö;õð⁰˙¹be PS 
1710, c. 1. the ſame, àöäL 
1712, c. 3. the "avis „„ 282 
1723, Ce I. repealed by proclmation, > 3 33. 


. c. 1. enacted with a ſuſpending clans, 
and the wales 4 9 376 


1732, e. 3. printed at large, 3 "et 469 
734, 8. nee gs in Sion Ad. 
1736, c. 1. the ſame, |. , 


1738, c. 6. the ſame. | . 
1740, c. 2. the ſame, * 
1742, c. 2. the ſame. 

From this period T have not been able to 
refer to the Seſſions Acts. e BOOT 
1752, c. 1. printed at large in the edit. of 1769, 260 
1754, e. I. the me. on oratory 319 
1755. c. 2. Seſſions Acts. Ten per cent. in . 
| dition to all former duties. | 5 
1759, c. 1. printed at large, edition of 176g, 369 
1763, c. 1. Journals of that feffion. ENS, 
1766, e. 3, 4. printed at large, edit. 5066 466.5 . 

c. 15. additional duty, the title only is 

printed, being repealed by the crown, Ib. 15 
1769, c. 7, 8, and 72. tite-only Pn edi 
i e ofa v4 4 1 hd-4, 
n, e. 15. title only print, — 4 


eu ha ATE] 


„ 


render u as little obnoxious a8 n 
the Engliſh merchants trading to Africa, 

nd not improhably ſuggeſted by them, th 
the privy council in England; The pre: 
amhble to this act is in theſe. remarkable 
e 5 We: _ 3 : 0 A- 
« "aaa as eee 
4 of your government here, and that the 
duty laid upon liquors will not be ſuf- 
< flcient to defray the ne y expenges 


cc 


thereof, do. humbly. repreſent to your 


„ majeſty, that u _ — can be laid 
455 eine your ſabjeas, can a duty 
% upon /laves imported, to be paid by 
wes the buyers, ag#ceable to your majefly's 
iuſtructious to your lieutenant gover- 


e nor.“ This adt was only for the ſhort 


the year 1751, when EE aby expired, 


burt was revived the next- year. In the 
year 1740 an additional duty of five per 


purpoſe of an expedition againſt the pa- 


niar ds, &. to be likewiſe paid by the 
buyers: and in 1742 the whole duty Was 
continued till July 1, 1947. 4-The ad of 
27 7 by v which theſe duties Wee revived 5 

F 2 : 


Werne . Py * cds ds 2 IEEE 4 De 6b ab 
. Bs 3s FI * Rs af 
t - STEIN 9 . 1 


as), takes notice hat 


8 


ha eden fra A 
ways burderiſome to the traders in 
esl In 1754 an additional duty of five 
2 nt. as impoſed fothetermofthree 

& for encouraging and pro- 
Fe the ſettlers on the'Milfippi> this 


_ duty; like all the former, was to be paid by 
5 de buyers. In 17 59 # duty of 20 p 


8 dune all flaves imported into 


or other places in America, to eontinue 15 


for ſeven years. In 1769 the. ſame 
was further continued. In the ſame ſef- 
Lion the duty of tive per cent. was conti- 

nued Re RW years, ee een 1 


by the \ iy | e for ſeven 


years; and a further duty of five: per 
cent. was, by a ſeparate act of the ſame 
ſeſſion, impoſed for the better ſupport of 
the contingent charges of government, to 
be paid hy the buyers, In 1772 all theſe 
duties were further ontinned for the term 
of five years from the expi 


acts then in force: the aſſembly at at-th 
ns! ins OO: 111 dee 05 p, 


2 throne, preſented from pry houſe az of 
Virgina, Apr 1, 177%, will ſhew the ſenſe of the 


. 


i 4 N ( pa > 


»F SJ 1 . e 8 


iy inſtances of your majety's ben 


les, eren bor up to the. thi one t 
lai 1 0 , 


. 5 14 


e „ AY Js. 28 
jeQs of Great Britain me ents ; + 
Jort of traffic, but Wa we "conſider that it it t greatly 
retards the ſettlement of tlie eblonies, with more Woh! 
Inhabitants, CAIRNS 
3 
- hs ceudty and hoppipels of ach nk <p 
- ajeky's dutiful and loyal ſubjects.. is . 

Deeply impreſſed with theſe ſentiments 
dee beſeech your majeſty to remove all thoſe reftreints - 


your majeſty's governors df this colony; aubich in- 


Lie Ae, nn might check ſo very 


'” Journals. of” the e e 


teins and molt gracious lſoltion to! Profit, 


Liv: 1 ba * eee ans 
fray oppoſed on the Part < of the crown, 
is hight probable that event would 
he taken effect at a much earlier ee 
| than It did, A duty of five per cent... 
be paid by the buyers, at fuſi, bean 
tulty-obtaincd the royal aſſent. Requfſi 
tions from the crown for ds, on parti . 
cular occaſions, 7 6 a Prete ext fro 


cent, with whichthe ayer » was uniformly 


people of this wog; were not kuficlent 7 

counterbalance the intereſt of the Eng- 
um merchants, trading to Africa, and it 
is. probable, that. however diſpoſed to put 
a flop to fo infamous à traſſic by law, 
we ſhould never haye boon able te effect | 


other; 3 0 of wiſcule,. a hn of the oy 
a in reſauſimg us permiſion, to cxclude ſlaves 


e us by law, is enum 


0 


An e demury, and fn 


e eee . purls 7 ; 
we wo dare an dr - hey: male : 


a commerce, wh an alt 2 pad . 72 
1778, the penalties of which; though' 25. 
n lefſenct by the 20 of 1792; are. 
fill wma value ol the ſaveg ane 


1201 ont added n upom every per- 
* 3 ſelliug an imported ſlave. 


uniform perſiſted in for 


, io Loon an the legiſlature 


of thax/Qipoſition” nich be 16. 
Bad en during 4b dong x pe! 
2104, 46/put W checkt ub the" growing ov. 
* ide duty le 
. a. the 
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dg and 


rens, nd of e in eee The 
acrimony of ſuch enn ae 


to what v we Pk ba —_ SORE , they 
 eonſidar —_ dficwlties un 


' inhabitants, are at ad; where a ſtil 
larger pr orti Nie eee ofthe 
carth are of that deſcription of men; they 
wil probably feel emotions of Wee 


Tey 
>6C L to thoſe) hae. drein. 


5 mation. 49%: ee 2 100 A -pitns 


1 ien ene 


0 F = 
N ; 


2 — . 


ealths; ; and here Ks nov 


39 Civil hs we. may remember, arc 

reducible to three primary heads; the 

erſor os ſecurity 3/1 the right of 

liberty; and the right of private 
eee. ſtate of ſlavery the tw: 

laſt are wholly aboliſned, the perſon of 

FF _21 the flave being at the abſ 

| dus maſter; 3 and en N 

ble, in that ſtate, either 

G 


| An eee 3 


<6) nature d e, and | 
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